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cc; . / 

U.S. using spy-in-sky 
for war against drugs 


E:' Jannes Coates and 
George de Lama 
Tricune 

W:\sniN(;*Jt)N— The lU^Hgnn iidiiiinifit* 
lask force cm drug Iraffickcrs is. 
ftr ihc first time in Jaw enf(»recmenl 
loijory, using l^cnlagon, (UA and NASA 
jaiclhic-s to spy on nareotic^s operations 

far aficid as California and (kdombia, 
officials say. 

Sk^vcral legal and technological do 
Tclopmcnts have made satellite's a poten- 
liai wapon in the drug crackdown, said 
John ]«»iwn. assistant administrator of the 
3lr ug 1> n f o r c*. e m e n t A d m i n i s I r a t ion 
ayKA), 

tavern confirmed that the DKA is using 
»atc]li(ca in cnf(m<!emcnt cffoils. but he 
iod:caicd Uial high costs will limit that 
agency access to thc dcvioc^i. ‘^Kxccpl 
for ll>c costa, it ccrlamly is mc^sl tea 
BOic.” he said. 

<Xhcir officials. *botlT hi Uw intclligcncT 
commuhitv and at. the Whilc.JJousc, said 
that the li.S: has usectTiNdliaii and milit^ 
«r>- satellite's to dctc^ct marijuana fields 
ir’ the V.S. and abroad, to monitor 
smuCEling ships on the high seas, and to 
photograph marijuana loading and tin 
loading at docks. 

MOST or TIUe activity Is c*oordlnatcd 
by II govc'rnmcntwidc anlidrug task force 
operating out of south Florida under Uic 
supi^rvision of Vice )*residc.nt Georges 
Ifush, officials said. 

F^jiihc'rmorci. a high-ranking DKA offi- 
ciaL who aske^d not to be identified, (ton- 
firmed that his agency has “piggy- 
backed" aboard other government satel- 
lites to photograph both Uie contincnLal 
U.S. ami foreign countries to study illicdi 
crops. 

Thcae satellite pictures arc so accurate, 
officials said, that it was possible to dis* 
linguish marijuana fields from plantings 
of the (toon* plants used to produce 
tocainc*.. ' / " 4 . 

l^wn said U)c DKA b(*gan to eonsicktr 
the uset of satellite photographs in Its 
Investigations as a rcault of the murcicr of 
federal Judge John II. Wood on M4\y JS, 
ISTH, in San Antonio. 

In the days after the slaying, •Htl 
agents went to the National AeronatTlies 
ami S|mcc. Administration and asked for 


I all satellite photographs taken of San 
Antonio at about the time Judge 
Wood was killed. The agents were 
hoping the highly detail^ pictures 
would pick up vehicles leaving the 
murder scene. 

LAWN, WHO directed the investi- 
gation before joining the DKA. said 
the NASA-supplied photos proved to 
be of no use in the Wood investiga- 
tion. But he kept in mind the idea of 
using satellite pictures in criminal 
investigations. 

l.a\vn said that when he joined the 
DKA as its assi.stant administrator, 
he asked the agency’s branch of sci- 
ence and technology to study the 
1 possible use of satellites. "They 
found that it is certainly most fea- 
sible," he said. 

To dale the satellite activity has 
been conducted by the task force 
Heagan established on Oct. 14. 

The muKi-agency ifnirop^fates un- 
der .special congressional authority 
lb' employ milllaiV aircraft, ships 
and other equipment in the area of 
civiliarT law enfbrcernenr 

TNTIL CONCJKKSS aiifended the 
law in late IHHl. the Posse Comilatus 
Act of 1877 barred any use-of milit- 
ary manpower or equipment in civi- 
lian law enforcement. The act, a 
civil liberties measure designed to 
combat post-Civil W'ar government 
abuses, had confined the FBI to the 
use of only civilian NASA satellites 
during the Wood investigation. 

Now, how’ever. officials said that it 
is legal for the CIA and other federal 
agencies to provide spy satellite data 
to the drug task force — and they are 
doing so. 

Besides satellites, the task force 
also is employing AWACS (Advanced 
! Warning and Control System) sur- 
veillance airplanes to track drug 
j smuggling flights and is using Navy 
ships and aircraft to patrol the seas, 

1 officials have said. 

Another major reason that the task 
force moved into satellites w*as the 
role of Bush*s chief of staff, Adm. 
(Ret.) Daniel Murphy, as task force 
director. 

MUKPIIY, WHO served for a time 
as Bushes assistant when the vice 
president W'as CIA director during 
(he Ford administration, has proved 
knowledgeable about what ships. 
plam'S, aircraft and manpower the 


I military and intelligence communav^ 
' can best use to combat drug traffick- 
ing. sources said. * 7 

In announcing that his task fpree 
would have 12 regional offices and W 
directed from Bush’s office in the 
W’hile House. Reagan said he would 
encourage the CIA and the State 
Department to cooperate with the 
FBI, the D£A, the Justice Depart- 
ment and other agencies in the ope.*-- 
ation. 

"We intend to do w'hal is necessary- 
to end the drug menace and cripple 
organized crime." Heagan said at 
that time. 

Early this year, administration 
officials began lobbying the new Con-, 
gress for $130 million to finance the- 
task force operation. . t 

Thus far. the use of satellite data 
has not yet led to any arrests, offi- 
cials said, because the practice .is 
new and is applied primarily to for- 
eign countries, where U.S. officials 
have no legal jurisdiction. 

•'WE SEE a great value in It lii^ 
terms of locating drug crops for fu-. 
lure eradication and ihak sort ofv 
thing, ".said one source. - 

Other .sources say,.the electronic 
intelligence helps in planning sur-. 
veillance of susp)ected drug traffic- 
kers and their delivery routes. ; 

Sylvia Thompson, Florida director 
of the American Civil Liberties Un-" 
ion (ACLU), said her group is con- 
cerned "that a Big-Brother 1984 sort 
of aspect is emerging" in the law 
enforcement efforu against the huge 
cocaine and marijuana trade. 

How^ever, she said the ACLU will 
take "a wait-and-see" position on the 
question of using spy satellites. "We 
recently debated a similar issue 
when the police installed cameras on 
the beaches to watch everybody as 
they came and went. Our board con-, 
eluded that the camera was in .a 
public place and, in effect, standing 
where a police officer might stand. 
Satellites would be similar to that," 
she said. ^ . 

"It is possible to abuse the filrps 
' later, we think," said Thompson. 
"They might keep the films for U^o 
years and then use them in an rai 
investigation about an entirely diffe- 
rent matter." • . 4 *^- 

JAY STEVE.VS. counselor to {ht 
Justice Department’s criminal divi- 
sion, said that the use of satellite 
pictures to spot illegal crops or other 
operations is consistent with consti- ‘ 
tutional guarantees against tm- 
reasonable search and seizure *lje; 
cause of "the plain view doctrine" 
established in other cases. , ^ 
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itellile spying on narcotics operatior 
a promising tool for drug task forc< 
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Is the days after the stavliig. FBI 
ag eau asked tke Nalfenai Aertmao* 
tics and Space Admtaietratloa lor 
eU satellite photographs taken of 
Soa Aatenio at ahMi the time 
Wood waa hilled. The apeau ivert 
hoping the highly druitcd pictures 
would pick up vehicles leavint the 
murder Kene 

Laws, who directed the la«eeu« 
gauoa before loiniag the OCA. said 
the NASA-vupplieo photoe ptwad, 
to be Of no use m the Wood laqairy. 
Ifoi he kcpi in mind the tdeo it 
imng sauiUie pic.urcs in cnoilnal 
•nvcetlgaUens 

Lewa said that when he iolaed 
tha DEA as lU aasutaat admialstra* 
tor. he asked the agency's hraneh af 
seteoco aad technology to study the 
use of saiolUtes. 

Uotit Cengrett amended the law 
•n talc 19tl. the Poaaa Coadutha 
of 1477 barred oay uae of adU* 

. lary auapower or ogulpacat la d* 
vthan law enforcemaot. The act. a 
CivtMIberties measure dcagned to 
ctMBhai peei<dvtl War govemmeal 
abuaaa. had cooflncd the FBI to the 
uae of oaly civtUaa NASA aatelUioa 
' duileg the Wood InveetigaUoa 
— Now. however, otnctala say It it 
— legal for the CIA end other federal 
'^^"-•fooaaa to provide apy 
-- data to tha d^ task force —-tad 
they are dotag ao 

The Mslttmgeacy Uak force 


Navy ships and aircraft to pairoi 
the was. ofliciaia have said 
Sy'via Thompaen. Florida direc- 
tor uf the Amencaa Civil Uboftirt 
Union fACLl't said the group it 
<^cerr>oO '*tnat a Big Proiner l^*M 
Min c»f «»ppc' .» emerging ' m inc 
;aw-en(orcemeat efforts againsi the 
hute «.ocaine end moripMiu trade 


HoweverTihe taid the ACLU will 
Iho a ’‘wsii.end^** ponoen on 
_zrusinf spy utelMaa. -We recently 
dabatad a simtiar two when the 
lollce Installed caaiene oa the 
waches to watch everybody as they 
*me and went.” she said. “Oar 
KMrd concluded thot tbo caaora 
vas in A public place and. la effoct. 
sandinf— where a ^pobet efflcar 
-Mghi sund Saiellitas would be 
si milar to thsi * 

lay Sicvcns. cuuaaalar ta tha Jua* 

- -■*ice fiepsnmenrs criminal diviiseo. 
— >sid ?h«- u>e 'if vstetlite pictures to 

.pM Ktegai empa or other opera* 
s>w» :s consistent with constUn* 
i vnsi guarantees agalma onrsaatji 
.lie warrh la djwigi ife bee au ae af 
■'he -|iiaui-vtevr=innr>ae- eeta^ 

— sned .a other cas ed.— 


authorily to employ mlUury air* 
craft, saips sad other eauipsaent m 
the area of ctvillaa law enforce- 



saiotlltaa. the uak force 
emptoytag AWACS <Ad* 
. vaacod Warmag and Control Sys* 
ua i) au nmillancd airplaaoa id track 
dfug'smuggling flights and la using 


tMia''Vi<ni»iM" spA'Aia 


The satellite pictures are so accurate 
that it is possible to distinguish 
marijuana fields from plantings of 
coca plants u^d to produce cocaine.- 
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satemies, 
rad^ planes 
spy on 






By John HnnrtMitte 
USA TODAY 

Sophisticated new mlUtaiy 
iteUites and AWACStype ra* 
Jar planes are quietly bdog 
used to ^ on dnig smugglen. 

The information they pro- 
vide is beamed to law en* 
forcemeat agencies acros the 
USA via satellites; federal 
sources saidL 

"We don’t brag about it,*^ 
said a federal Di^ Enforce- 
ment Administration official, 
"but we use diem all the thne." 

' The technology is so dassi- 
fled that the Justice Depart- 
ment went to court in Provi- 
dence. RJL, Thursday to keep it 
secret 

If details about the satellites 
become public, it could Jeopar- 
dize the nation’s defense; offl- 
dsbSBbL 

The planes are new E-2C 
"Hav*^" Navy radar planes 
— operaUnglromairciaftcar- 
riers at sea and a home field at 
Norfolk. Vl- % 

"They ^t the ships and . 
planes in unusual traffic pat- 
terns and r qwrt them to the 
Coast Guard, which decides if 
it wants to intercept,” said 
‘ Navy LL Robert Schmermund 
atthePentagoa 

Tbe Grumman "Baadc^esT 
are a mini-version of the 
famed Air Force AWACS- They 
are equipped with kmgrange 
radar units that can spot 34oot 
buoys from 30,000 feet 

The HawkQres cany *T>an- 
cake” dishes of secfet ad- 
vanced electronic gear atop 
the fuselage and a planeloed of 
conqniter equipm^ 

When a “Hawk^" radar 
saucer locks on a su^ldous 
boat or i^e, the crew radios 
custonsoffidala 
■ The brain center for the pnh 
Ject is the federal El Ihso Intel- 
ligence Center in Texas; On the 

styond floor of this modern 
' center, the informatioo is 

MiM Mi«nAteli a ftlH WfiU Of mO^ 


0 « 

PETTINE: Reverses decision 

have access to files from vari- 
ous law enforcement agencies 
across the country, including 
Immigration, U^. marshals 
and the Federation Aviation 
Administration. 

If die boat or plane has been 
Ooppti before, or has ques- 
tionable r^istratiooj the Coast 
Guard and other agencies are 
authorized to interc^ 

The sky-^y techniques paid 
•off. recendy when a 1104oot 
shrimper, with fake Honduran 
registry was spoUedTOO miles 
off the coast of Colombia. It 
was loaded with 30 tons of pot 
Bght Coast Guardsmen were 
flown troiq the giant carrier 
USS Nimitz to the Navy’s nu- 
clear guided missile frigate 
USS Misdssippi, whidi inters 
cepted the shrimper. 

' In the Providence case. Fed- 
eral Court Judge Raymond J. 
Petfine was asked by defense 
lawyers to make the Coast 
. Guord reveal bow it had 
tracked a sloop laden with 18 
million worth of marijuana. 
The Judge ordered federal 
proseoators to rdease the in- 
formation. Petdne reversed his 
order Thursday and agreed 
with the Coast Guard that dis- 
closing the information would 
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